
SIMPLY
THE BEST
THE VOTES ARE IN: HERE ARE THE WINNERS OF MOTORHOME’S 2016 READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS
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Playing favorites may be frowned upon for things like 
business transactions and parenting, but it’s the ideal 
practice when it comes to selecting a motorhome, a 

reliable RV tire or even an RV resort. We all know RVers are a 
tight-knit community, so the kind of word-of-mouth product/
service endorsements that are discussed with fellow owners 
are a fabulous tool for enhancing the overall motorhome 
experience. RVers know what we want, and we know how it 
needs to work to benefit our travels, on the road and in camp. 
In short, RVers love playing favorites.

That’s why MotorHome’s annual Readers’ Choice 
awards are so well-received year after year. As always, 
we’ve polled our readers and directly report the results 
here, which means the companies listed on the following 
pages are the best of the best in your eyes. From the top 
Class A motorhomes all the way to the best dinghy tow bar, 
these awards are a direct result of you sitting around the 
digital campfire and sharing your first-hand accounts about 
what your favorites really are. Turns out playing favorites 
can be a very good thing. 

CLASS A MOTORHOME

 GOLD: Tiffin Motorhomes
Tiffin’s Class A motorhomes are 
often heralded for their craftsman-
ship and attention to detail. But the 
Red Bay, Alabama-based company 
also offers a family-like atmosphere, 
dating back to the first motorhome 
built in 1972. Today, members of the 
Tiffin family remain working on-site, 
with the Allegro Breeze, Allegro Red, 
Allegro Bus, Phaeton and Zephyr 
joining the original Allegro as part of 
the lineup.
256-356-8661 | www.tiffinmotorhomes.com

 SILVER: Winnebago Industries
641-585-3535 | www.winnebagoind.com

 BRONZE: Newmar Corp.
800-263-5634 | www.newmar.com

 

CLASS B MOTORHOME

 GOLD: Leisure Travel Vans
Based in Winkler, Manitoba, Canada, 
Leisure Travel Vans has been manufac-
turing motorhomes for more than 45 
years. Leisure’s Class B motorhomes, 
like the Unity shown, are built using 
in-house steel fabrication and hand-
crafted fiberglass molds as part of what 
the company calls vertical integration, 
meaning it has complete control over 
every step of the construction process. 
Leisure also makes the Serenity and 
the Wonder motorhomes.
877-992-9906 | www.leisurevans.com

 SILVER: Winnebago Industries
641-585-3535 | www.winnebagoind.com

 BRONZE: Roadtrek
888-762-3873 | www.roadtrek.com

 

By Kristopher Bunker

CLASS C MOTORHOME

 GOLD: Winnebago Industries
Winnebago’s Class C lineup begins with 
the Minnie Winnie/Spirit built on a Ford 
E-350 and E-450 chassis and known 
for their versatile livability. The Aspect/
Cambria are built on the E-450 chassis 
and offer many of the amenities and 
features of a Class A motorhome. The 
Trend/Fuse offers good fuel economy 
and handling. The View/Navion is built 
on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis 
and integrates a strong body design and 
state-of-the-art electronics.
641-585-3535 | www.winnebagoind.com

 SILVER: Jayco Inc.
574-825-5861 | www.jayco.com

 BRONZE: Thor Motor Coach
800-860-5658 | www.thormotorcoach.com
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DINGHY AUXILIARY BRAKING 
SYSTEM

 GOLD: SMI Manufacturing
An auxiliary dinghy-braking device 
will dramatically improve the stopping 
distance of a motorhome and dinghy 
combo. SMI offers a trio of systems 
to help slow your combo’s roll. The 
Air Force One is designed for diesel 
motorhomes with air brakes; the 
Stay-IN-Play Duo for hydraulic brakes; 
and the Delta Force is the company’s 
portable braking system. This wide 
range of functionality no doubt led to 
SMI taking home the gold.
800-893-3763 | www.smibrake.com

 SILVER: Roadmaster Inc.
800-669-9690 | www.roadmasterinc.com

 BRONZE: RVibrake
800-815-2159 | www.rvibrake.com

 
DINGHY VEHICLE

 GOLD: Jeep Wrangler
For 75 years, the Jeep Wrangler 
has been a favorite of off-pavement 
adventurers and commuters alike. 
The 2016 Wrangler continues that 
trend with 11 trim levels featuring a 
3.6-liter V-6 and manual transmission 
standard; the Wrangler is also flat-
towable with the available automatic 
transmission. The Wrangler’s 
legendary 4WD capabilities will have 
you mudding and rock crawling like a 
pro, while the interior appointments 
and HD suspension (available on 
select models) will make trips from 
the campground to local attractions 
more refined than ever.
www.jeep.com

 SILVER: Jeep Cherokee
www.jeep.com

 BRONZE: Honda CR-V
www.automobiles.honda.com

 
FUEL ADDITIVE

 GOLD: Lucas Oil Products
Widely available at auto-parts stores 
and home centers across the country, 
Lucas Oil products are designed to 
improve the performance of your 
motorhome or dinghy vehicle. In 
addition to fuel additives — which 
include conditioners, octane boosters 
and stabilizers — Lucas offers motor 
oils, cleaners, greases and even 
products designed specifically for 
hunting and fishing gear maintenance. 
800-342-2512 | www.lucasoil.com

 SILVER: Gold Eagle Sta-Bil
800-367-3245 | www.goldeagle.com/
brands/sta-bil

 BRONZE: Amsoil
800-956-5695 | www.amsoil.com

 
FUEL STATION

 GOLD: Pilot Flying J
With more than 650 locations across 
the country, Pilot Flying J centers are 
likely a familiar sight to most RVers. 
Many of the centers offer RV-friendly 
amenities, including designated fueling 
lanes, overnight parking, LP-gas and 
dump stations. Add to that a variety of 
big-name dining options and exception-
ally clean restrooms, and it’s easy to 
see why Pilot Flying J takes home the 

gold for 2016.
877-866-7378 | www.pilotflyingj.com

 SILVER: Costco
800-774-2678 | www.costco.com

 BRONZE: Love’s Travel Stops
800-655-6837 | www.loves.com

  
HOLDING-TANK CHEMICALS

 GOLD: Thetford
Thetford’s industry-leading Aqua-Kem 
and Eco-Smart brands come in a variety 
of sizes, scents and delivery methods 
(liquid, granular and toss-ins) to fill 
most every motorhome owner’s need. 
The chemicals have been formulated 
to work around the clock and in all 
weather conditions, and provide 
powerful odor control and the ability to 
liquefy waste fast, all while being 100 
percent biodegradable.
800-543-1219 | www.thetford.com

 SILVER: Camco Manufacturing
800-334-2004 | www.camco.net

 BRONZE: Happy Camper
928-478-4537 | www.1-happycamper.com

 
MOTORHOME AWNING

 GOLD: Carefree of Colorado
Carefree of Colorado has been 
increasing outdoor comfort since RV 
enthusiast Gene Upton introduced the 
first truly automatic roll-up awning 
for RVs some 45 years ago. And from 
day one, Carefree’s focus has been 
on the design, development and 
innovation of RV awnings and related 
accessories. The company claims its 
notable achievements also include 
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the first motion-based wind sensor, 
the first slideout awnings and the first 
open-frame lateral-arm awnings. 
Carefree has had millions of awnings 
installed worldwide, and enjoys a rich 
tradition of quality, value, performance 
and style.  
www.carefreeofcolorado.com

 SILVER: Dometic
800-544-4881 | www.dometic.com

 BRONZE: Girard Systems
800-382-8442 | www.girardrv.com

  
MOTORHOME CHASSIS

 GOLD: Freightliner Custom Chassis
Freightliner’s chassis have long been 
a favorite among RVers, and 2016 
was no exception. The XC chassis, 
designed for Class A diesels, offers 
a variety of frame-rail configurations 
and can be found on nearly 80 percent 
of such motorhomes, according to the 
company. The SL offers even more 
options for high-end motorhomes, with 
up to 600-hp engines and a 54,000-
pound GVWR.
864-487-1700 | www.freightlinerchassis.com

 SILVER: Ford
www.ford.com

 BRONZE: Spartan Chassis
517-543-6400 | www.spartanchassis.com

 
PERFORMANCE-ENHANCING 

PRODUCT

 GOLD: 5 Star Tuning 
5 Star Tuning is a family-run business in 
Florence, South Carolina, that special-
izes in custom tuning for motorhome 
and towable applications. With a 5 Star 

tuner, users can unlock their vehicle’s 
hidden potential with additional torque, 
increased horsepower, improved 
efficiency and improved shifting, 
according to the company — all of 
which makes for a pleasant motorhome 
experience, even while driving through 
mountainous terrain. 
843-536-1244 | www.5startuning.com

 SILVER: Banks Power
800-601-8072 | www.bankspower.com

 BRONZE: BD Diesel Performance
800-887-5030 | www.bddieselperfor 
mance.com

 
RV BATTERY

 GOLD: Interstate Batteries
You likely never even notice the 
batteries in your motorhome until they 
stop working and you’re left in the 
dark without some of your favorite RV 
amenities. It’s important to select the 
right model that works for your applica-
tion. Interstate offers 6-volt deep cycle 
(house batteries) and 12-volt starting/
house batteries, all designed specifi-
cally for RVs. Interstate also offers a 
sealed AGM dual-purpose battery 
that won’t leak and can be mounted in 
almost any position.
866-842-5368 | www.interstatebatteries.com

 SILVER: Trojan Battery Co.
800-423-6569 | www.trojanbattery.com

 BRONZE: Lifeline Batteries
909-599-7816 | www.lifelinebatteries.com

 
RV CAMPGROUND/RESORT

 GOLD: Pala Casino RV Resort
Pala’s new 10-acre resort in Southern 

California offers 100 full-hookup sites 
with grass lawns and picnic tables. 
RV-park visitors can keep busy by 
swimming in the heated pool or soaking 
in one of the two spas, or they can take 
advantage of the five barbecue grill 
areas, table tennis, horseshoe pit or 
fenced dog park. There’s also a billiard 
table, card tables, three flat-screen TVs 
and a laundromat on-site. And the fact 
that the park is just a few steps away 
from the gold-winning Pala Casino 
makes winning that much sweeter.
877-946-7252 | www.palacasino.com

 SILVER: Pechanga RV Resort
877-711-2946 | www.pechanga.com

 BRONZE: The Campsites at Disney’s 
Fort Wilderness
407-939-7723 | www.disneyworld 
camping.com

 
RV CASINO/RESORT

 GOLD: Pala Casino Spa Resort
After relaxing at the gold-medal 
winning Pala Casino RV Resort, try your 
luck at one of Pala Casino’s 2,000 state-
of-the-art slot and video machines, 
87 game tables and 13-table poker 
room that hosts live play and tourna-
ments. Dining options include a buffet, 
a world-class steakhouse, a traditional 
Asian restaurant and multiple cafés, or 
visitors can partake of the unique CAVE 
dining experience, with a Mediterra-
nean-style menu and a tour through an 
underground wine cave. The casino is 
said to offer more live entertainment 
than any other in California.
877-946-7252 | www.palacasino.com

 SILVER: Pechanga RV Resort
877-711-2946 | www.pechanga.com

 BRONZE: Seven Feathers RV Resort
541-839-3599 | www.sevenfeathers 
rvresort.com
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RV CLEANING PRODUCT

 GOLD: Meguiar’s
Keeping your motorhome clean is a 
necessity, both to extend the life of its 
many critical systems and to display 
pride of ownership. Meguiar’s has been 
offering automotive cleaning products 
for more than 100 years, including 
washes, waxes, air fresheners and 
conditioners. Products like the Heavy 
Oxidation Scrub and Spider & Bird 
Residue Remover keep the outside 
looking great between washes, while 
products like the Heavy Duty Vinyl 
Cleaner can be used to keep the motor-
home’s interior neat and tidy.
800-347-5700 | www.meguiars.com

 SILVER: Protect All
800-543-1219 | www.protectall.com

 BRONZE: Wash Wax ALL (Aero 
Cosmetics)
800-927-4929 | www.washwax.com

 
RV COVER

 GOLD: ADCO
For more than 60 years ADCO has 
remained the dominant supplier of 
protective products in the RV industry. 
ADCO is a fourth-generation family-
owned business that prides itself on 
delivering high-quality protective-cover 
options to RVers. ADCO’s Designer 
Series Tyvek Plus Wind RV covers utilize 
a unique and patent-pending Slip-Seam 
Strapping System, which cinches tightly 
for a snug fit while minimizing wind 
impact.
800-541-2326 | www.adcoprod.com

 SILVER: Calmark Cover Co.
800-838-7236 | www.calmarkcovers.com

 BRONZE: Elements (Camping World)
888-626-7576 | www.campingworld.com

 
RV ENGINE OIL

 
 GOLD: Mobil 1

Mobil 1 motor oils have been 
engineered to deliver top-notch 
performance and engine protection 
under all driving conditions. Mobil 1 
Advanced Synthetic Oil is designed 
to remain heat-resistant at high 
operating temperatures, help prevent 
deposits and sludge build-up, aid in 
fuel economy and promote quick cold-
weather starting to reduce overall 
stress on the starting components. 
www.mobil1.com

 SILVER: Shell Rotella
www.rotella.shell.com

 BRONZE: AMSOIL
800-956-5695 | www.amsoil.com

 
RV GENERATOR

 GOLD: Cummins Onan
If your motorhome came standard 
with an AC-generator, chances are 
it’s a Cummins Onan. And, with more 
than 50 years powering up RVs, 
it’s no wonder the manufacturer 
has repeated as the gold-winning 
manufacturer. With more than 10 
generators available for RV-appli-
cations, Cummins Onan can meet 
your power needs for off-the-grid 
adventures.
www.powersystems.cummins.com

 SILVER: Honda
770-497-6400 | www.powerequipment.
honda.com

 BRONZE: Generac
888-436-3722 | www.generac.com

 
RV REFRIGERATOR

 GOLD: Dometic
Dometic refrigerators are designed 
specifically for use in RV applications. 
Available in a variety of sizes, from 
double-door residential built-ins to 
single-door freestanding units to a 
dual-door 2+2 model with an in-door 
water dispenser and a divider-less 
freezer compartment, Dometic refrig-
erators offer attractive cooling options 
to upgrade any motorhome kitchen.
800-544-4881 | www.dometic.com

 SILVER: Norcold
800-543-1219 | www.thetford.com

 BRONZE: Whirlpool
866-698-2538 | www.whirlpool.com

 
RV RETAILER

 GOLD: Camping World
With 120 Supercenters nationwide, 
Camping World is the one-stop destina-
tion for all things RV, from motorhomes 
to campsite gear, and for RV repair and 
maintenance services. Plus, you can 
visit any one of the stores or log on to 
the website to gain access to thousands 
of RV-related deals, not to mention 
to explore the many RV services that 
joining the Good Sam Club will provide. 
888-626-7576 | www.campingworld.com
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 SILVER: Local dealer
 BRONZE: Amazon

www.amazon.com
 

RV TIRES

 GOLD: Michelin
Ensuring your motorhome’s tires are 
in good working order is one of the 
most important maintenance tasks, 
as they are called upon to absorb all 
the pits, dips and grooves that the 
highway has to offer. Michelin XRV tires 
feature multiple siping for a dependable 
grip and to promote long, even wear. 
The wide grooves help with efficient 
drainage while driving in wet conditions, 
while the XRV’s stable tread and cool 
running compound help improve 
handling and increase longevity.
866-866-6605 | www.michelinman.com

 SILVER: Goodyear
800-667-8138 | www.goodyear.com

 BRONZE: Toyo Tires
800-442-8696 | www.toyotires.com

 
RV TOILET

 GOLD: Thetford
Thetford’s Aqua-Magic lineup features 
a bowl to fill most every motorhome-
toilet replacement need. In addition 
to quality and reliability, Thetford 
thrones are known for comfort and 
style. Available in high and low profiles, 
all Thetford toilets have a powerful 
flush that yields full-bowl coverage, 
according to the company.
800-543-1219 | www.thetford.com

 SILVER: Dometic
800-544-4881 | www.dometic.com

 BRONZE: N/A
 

SATELLITE HARDWARE

 GOLD: Winegard
Since its incorporation in 1954, 
Winegard has designed more than 1,000 
antenna models and has been granted 
more than 80 U.S. patents. Built with 
the same certified reflector used in 
residential homes, the Trav’ler antenna 
(shown) provides increased signal 
strength and reliability, making it a 
great choice for RVing families who use 
multiple TVs. According to Winegard, 
the Trav’ler is the only automatic 
antenna to work with the DISH Hopper, 
is the only way to get DirecTV HD 
with an automatic satellite mobile TV 
antenna, and is the top HD and multi-TV 
viewing solution for Canadian RVers.
800-288-8094 | www.winegard.com

 SILVER: KING
952-922-6889 | www.kingconnect.com

 BRONZE: DISH Tailgater (KING)
952-922-6889 | www.kingconnect.com

 
SATELLITE PROVIDER

 GOLD: DirecTV
Watching TV while in an RV may be 
frowned upon by camping purists, 
but it’s a luxury that has become a 
necessity in most motorhomes. What 
better way to wind down after a long day 
of sightseeing than to catch the local 

news or a favorite flick? DirecTV makes 
it easy with a variety of packages, 
allowing RVers to receive many of the 
same channels they do in their resi-
dential setups, including multiple-TV 
viewing, HD channels and DVR services.
888-777-2454 | www.directv.com

 SILVER: DISH Network
877-625-1763 | www.dish.com

 BRONZE: Shaw Direct
888-554-7827 | www.shawdirect.ca

 
SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT

 GOLD: Cracker Barrel
The first Cracker Barrel Old Country 
Store opened its doors in 1969, and 
has been serving delicious dishes 
from handed-down recipes ever since. 
Cracker Barrel offers down-home 
vittles ranging from meatloaf to burgers 
to taters and gravy. And after filling up 
their personal tanks, visitors can top off 
their meals with a visit to the gift shop 
for a wide selection of Americana.
800-333-9566 | www.crackerbarrel.com

 SILVER: Applebee’s
888-592-7753 | www.applebees.com

 BRONZE: Chili’s (Brinker International)
972-980-9917 | www.chilis.com

 
STATE IN WHICH TO RV

 GOLD: Florida
The United States is filled with world-
class destinations, so selecting a favorite 
may be a difficult decision. Or not, as 
Florida remains the top destination as 
voted on by our readers, combining 
a number of unique ecosystems with 
world-famous theme parks and sultry 
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tropical weather. Plus, spending the day 
on a white-sand beach listening to the 
waves lap against the shore is tough to 
beat in terms of relaxation.
850-205-3815 | www.visitflorida.com

 SILVER: Oregon
800-547-7842 | www.traveloregon.com

 BRONZE: Utah
800-200-1160 | www.visitutah.com

 
TIRE-PRESSURE-MONITORING 

SYSTEM (TPMS)

 GOLD: TireMinder 
Minder Research prides itself on out-
standing customer service and constant 
innovation. The company’s TireMinder 
TPMS, which has won Gold here for the 

last five years, was the first RV TPMS to 
offer replaceable sensor batteries, and 
Minder the only TPMS manufacturer to 
provide customers with a free battery 
replacement program, according to the 
company. The 2016 year saw the intro-
duction of the TireMinder Smart TPMS, 
which allows users to monitor the tires 
from a smartphone or tablet.
772-463-6522 | www.minderresearch.com

 SILVER: Hawkshead Systems
888-321-8767 | www.tpms.ca

 BRONZE: TireTraker
866-200-9773 | www.tiretraker.com

TOW BAR

 GOLD: Blue Ox 
Blue Ox is once again the gold-

winning choice for dinghy-towing 
hardware and accessories. The 
Avail tow bar is 2 inches longer than 
standard tow bars, which helps 
provide a smoother tow over rough 
roads, can accommodate wide or 
narrow towed vehicles, allows for 
safe maneuvers around objects like 
fuel-station pumps, and keeps the 
dinghy vehicle safely away from the 
motorhome in tight turns, according 
to the company. Blue Ox designed the 
Avail’s low-profile, non-binding latch 
to release easily under any conditions, 
including on uneven terrain.
800-228-9289 | www.blueox.com

 SILVER: Roadmaster Inc.
800-669-9690 | www.roadmasterinc.com

 BRONZE: Demco
800-543-3626 | www.demco-products.com

 
TOW DOLLY

 GOLD: Demco
A tow dolly is a valuable accessory 
for owners of dinghy vehicles that 
aren’t approved for four-down 
towing, and also for those who don’t 
wish to attach the requisite mounting 
hardware to the motorhome or 
dinghy. Demco’s Kar Kaddy remains 
the gold standard for MotorHome 
readers for 2016. The Kar Kaddy 
is available in two models, both of 
which feature a 4,700-pound weight 
rating. The Kar Kaddy SS features 
a galvanized finish, while the Kar 
Kaddy 3, has a black powdercoat 
finish; both are outfitted with an 
EZ-Latch coupler and disc brakes.
800-543-3626 | www.demco-products.com

 SILVER: Master Tow
800-522-2190 | www.mastertow.com

 BRONZE: Acme Tow Dolly Co.
336-996-4396 | www.cartowdolly.com 
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